
Virtual Family Prayer Bag 
Dear Parent /  Carer,

as the pandemic continues and we enter a third lockdown
here is an electronic version of our Prayer Bag for the Feast of the Epiphany!

Celebrating The Epiphany
Please take some time over the next few days

to come together, as a family, in prayer.
The Epiphany is celebrated on 6th January.



A Message from our Bishop
Dear young brothers and sisters,

The story of the Epiphany is familiar to many of us. Wise men follow the star into the land of Judah, 
where they discover the baby Jesus in the manger at Bethlehem. They offer him gifts and have to return 
home by a different way, because of the hostility of King Herod to this child’s birth. Maybe we can identify 
with some of the story. As we listen to God's word, we seek to follow this light in our journey of 
discipleship. We meet obstacles along the road. We receive gifts from Jesus, especially the sacraments. 
The clue to our celebration lies in the word Epiphany. This comes from a Greek word meaning to show 
forth, or manifestation. In other words, this is primarily about what God is doing rather than ourselves.  
On this great Feast, and at the beginning of a new year, let us all pray that we might listen carefully to 
God's word, and follow the light of Christ's presence in our lives, where ever this may lead us to.

With every blessing to you and your families,
✠ David

Rt Revd Dr David J Oakley
Bishop of Northampton



Set aside some time in your day 
to gather together for prayer

Make sure you are all sitting comfortably
Light a candle

Gathering

In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. Amen



What gifts did you receive on Christmas Day?

What was your best gift?



All is Gift



Thank you to God for all your gifts.
Help us always to appreciate everything you have given us.

Thank you God for all your gifts

Thank you God for my family
Thank you God for all your gifts

Thank you God for my friends
Thank you God for all your gifts



Thank you God for the air that we breathe
Thank you God for all your gifts

Thank you God for the food that we eat
Thank you God for all your gifts

Thank you God for all the animals, 
the birds and fish in the sea

Thank you God for all your gifts



Thank you for the mountains and the hills
Thank you God for all your gifts

Thank you God for the gift of love
Thank you God for all your gifts

Thank you God for……
Thank you God for all your gifts



God’s greatest gift 
to us and to the whole world 

was his son Jesus





The Epiphany

‘showing’

The wise men were the first people, 
from another country, 

to see Jesus.

Jesus was shown to everyone,
not just to the people in Bethlehem.

It was a sign that Jesus was born for all people in the world



God’s Word

A Reading from the Gospel according to Luke

Glory to you O Lord



The Visit of the Three Wise Men

A Reading from the Gospel according to Luke
Glory to you O Lord

Wise men travelled to Jerusalem from the east.
They went to King Herod and said: 
'Where will we find the baby 
who is the King of the Jews?’ 
We saw his star and have come to worship him.” 



King Herod didn't like this. 
He didn't want anyone to be king except himself!
So he asked the priests and the teachers if they 
knew anything about it, and they said:

'A long time ago God spoke to the people of 
Bethlehem and said: "I promise you, the great 
King will be born in Bethlehem. 
He will look after you like a shepherd 
looks after his sheep. He will take care of you. 
He will never let you down. 
He will be King of the World!"



So King Herod sent the wise men off 
to Bethlehem saying:
'Go and find the baby 
then come back and tell me where he is 
so that I too can go and see him.”



The wise men followed the star to Bethlehem 
and it stopped right over the place 
where Jesus was.
Then going into the house they saw the child with 
his mother Mary and they gave him presents.

They opened up their treasures and offered him 
gifts of gold, frankincense and myrrh.



The wise men were warned in a dream 
not to go back to Herod 
so they went back home by a different way.

The Gospel of the Lord
Praise to you Lord Jesus Christ



Gifts for Jesus

The wise men brought gifts for Jesus: 
gold, frankincense and myrrh.
These gifts have a special meaning:

Gold - a sign that Jesus was a very special king.

Frankincense - a sign that Jesus came from God

Myrrh - a sign that one day Jesus would suffer and die 



We pray for all those who are suffering 
with covid at this time.
Lord, come into our world and lighten our lives.

We pray for key workers, those who work in the NHS 
and Care Homes
Lord, come into our world and lighten our lives.



We pray for those who lead our country 
Lord, come into our world and lighten our lives.

We pray for travellers, the homeless 
and those who have no one to look after them.
Lord, come into our world and lighten our lives.



We pray for the children, families, 
staff and governors of our school.
Lord, come into our world and lighten our lives.

We pray for our family and friends 
and all those we love.
Lord, come into our world and lighten our lives.



The Wise Men went back home
and told everyone all they had seen 

and heard in Bethlehem
of God’s gift to the whole world

Sending Forth



Jesus
is God’s gift to us

How can we share the gift of Jesus with others?

Sending Forth



May the good news of the Epiphany
fill us with happiness.

May our faces be like sunshine 
to those we meet.

May our eyes sparkle like the star 
that leads us.

May our lips tell everyone 
about God love for us.

We make our prayer through Christ our Lord

Amen



Click on the link below 
to watch / listen / join in with

We Three Kings

https://youtu.be/vI9S5Pecsco?t=11


Or sing it yourselves!

We three kings of Orient are;
bearing gifts we traverse afar,
field and fountain, moor and mountain,
following yonder star.

O star of wonder, star of night,
star with royal beauty bright,
westward leading, still proceeding,
guide us to thy perfect light.



Born a King on Bethlehem's plain,
gold I bring to crown him again,
King forever, ceasing never,
over us all to reign.

O star of wonder, star of night,
star with royal beauty bright,
westward leading, still proceeding,
guide us to thy perfect light.



Frankincense to offer have I;
incense owns a Deity nigh;
prayer and praising, voices raising,
worshiping God on high.

O star of wonder, star of night,
star with royal beauty bright,
westward leading, still proceeding,
guide us to thy perfect light.



Myrrh is mine; its bitter perfume
breathes a life of gathering gloom;
sorrowing, sighing, bleeding, dying,
sealed in the stone-cold tomb.

O star of wonder, star of night,
star with royal beauty bright,
westward leading, still proceeding,
guide us to thy perfect light.



Glorious now behold him arise;
King and God and sacrifice:
Alleluia, Alleluia,
earth to heaven replies.

O star of wonder, star of night,
star with royal beauty bright,
westward leading, still proceeding,
guide us to thy perfect light.


