“With Christ as our guide, we let our light shine.”

A Message from Mrs Yuen...

Dear Parents and Carers,

As we come to the end of our first week back, | wanted to take a moment to

say what a wonderful start we have had to the new term.

It has been areal pleasure to see the children back in school. They have
seftled into their routines remarkably well, and there has been a lovely sense of
enthusiasm, energy and excitement throughout the school. Classrooms are
already busy with learning, and it has been wonderful to see children
reconnecting with their friends, getting to know their new teachers and
embracing the opportunities that the new term brings.

A particularly warm welcome to all of our new families who have joined our
school community. We are delighted to have you with us and hope that you
and your children are already beginning to feel at home.

As always, we begin each term by reinforcing our expectations of wearing the
correct school uniform. These expectations help our children to feel proud of
themselves, their school and their community, and they provide the
foundations for excellent learning and behaviour.

There is already lots happening this term, with so many exciting opportunities
planned for our children. From curriculum experiences and enrichment
activities to sporting events, assemblies and opportunities to celebrate their
achievements, it promises to be a busy and rewarding term.

Thank you, as always, for your confinued support. The partnership between
home and school is incredibly important, and we are grateful for everything
you do to help your children thrive.

Wishing you all a very enjoyable weekend.

Best Wishes
Mrs Yuen

et
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https://www.stmaryscatholicprimary.northants.sch.uk/

/ Key Dates \
Welcome to our Reception Children 34 September- Start of School Year

A very warm welcome to all our new Reception children and their

families! We are delighted to have you join our school community 5t January — Lent term starts
and begin this exciting new chapter with us. QOHUOW — Young Voices Concery

Half term
Monday 26t — Sunday 1st November

27t November — Trust Training Day -
School Closed

18th December — last day of term

Christmas Holidays
Monday 21t December — Monday 4th January
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A polite reminder please do not park or stop directly
outside the school gates or on the zig-zag markings. This
is particularly important for the safety of our children.
Vehicles stopping in these areas can obstruct the view
of pedestrians, create congestion and prevent traffic
from flowing safely. It can also make it much more
difficult for children and families to enter and leave the
school safely.

Uniform Expectations
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A reminder that we expect all children o arrive at school
smartly dressed in the correct school uniform, including
plain black school shoes or the correct PE kit on their PE
day. If you need any support with this, please do ask as we
have a number of preloved items we can share with you.

Pupil Leaders 2026-2027

We are delighted to introduce our new Head
Pupils and House captains, who will play an
important role in representing and serving our
school community throughout the year. They
will be positive role models for their fellow
pupils, helping to promote our school values and
making a positive difference wherever they can.
We look forward to seeing them take on their
new responsibilities with enthusiasm, kindness
and confidence, and we are sure they will be
wonderful ambassadors for our school.

Aspiration-Resilience-Awareness-Compassion




puaty

4, Free School Meals

From September 2026, there will be three types of free school meals entitlement

Since April 2018, around 25,000 children and young people across Northamptonshire have had free school meals
protected under transitional protection.

This has meant children have continued to be able to enjoy free school meals {and additional suppact), even if family
clrcumstances have changed. This transitional protection will cease at the end of the curtent academic year (luly 2026).

From September 2026, some children may no longer be entitied to free school meals. Some may have a different
entitiemant, whilst some families may become eligible for free school meals for the first time,

The 3 Types of free school meals

1
Tergoted
Free School Meals
[TFSM)

Equivalent to currant bonefits related free
school meals (FSM)

Who Qualities:

« Childran and young peopie n famies
rocening Unvarsal Ceedit with annual
household income under £7,400
(£616.67 a momh)

» Famiiss with 'No Recowse 1o Public
Furds’ (NRPF) - subject fo separale
crileria

This glves access to

Frae school meals at schaol during
torm-time

The Holiday Actidties and Food
Programme {HAF)

Obar support that may be available al
school

Paront allowance for cosls such as
uniform. Irips and books

Funding!
« Schools will racena Govarnment
furding for these meals
« Schools receive Pupll Premium funding
{or these rocpients

Eligibility checks:
« Eligitility will be chocked in Bne with
Govemmaent guidence
« Applicants condirmead as alighbla
ramain aligitle for the fll academic
year

2
Expanded
Free School Meals
(EFSM)

MNew critaria from Septembaer 2026

Who Qualifies:
« Chidron and young peaple in temilies
recelving Universal Credit
» No limit on annal household Income

This gives access toc
Froe school measls al school during tarm-
e

This doasn't give access lo:

X The Haoliday Aclivities and Food
Pragracnme (HAF) for the 26/27 academic
year

X Other suppoct thot may be availatle at
school

X Parenl allowance for costs such ags
unifarm, tigs and books

Funding:
« Sdhoaols do nol recelve specific tunding
for these meals*
+ Sahools will not recatve Pupl Pramium
funding foe thase recipients

ENgititity chacks:
» Eligibility will be chackad in line with
Government guidance
« Applicants confirmed as eligicle remain
eligitle for the full academic yoar
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What you need to do next -

3
Unlversal infant
Free School Meals
{urFsan)

Buan In place since Septamber 2014

Who Qualifies:

Ml children in Reception, Year 1 & Year 2
atlending school. regardiass of family
circumstances

This givesa access to:
Free school meals at school durlng term-
lime

This doesn’t give access (o:

¥ The Holidwy Activities and Food
Programme (HAF) for the 26/27 academic
yenr

¥ Other support that may be available st
aschool

¥ Parent allowsnce for costs such as
unifarm, Mps and books

Funding
» Schools racelve Govemmaent funding
towards the cost of these meals
(based on average uptake)
« Schools will not recaive Pupd Pramuym
funding fee thesa reciplents, uniess
allgibée for TESM)

Eligibitity checks:
« Eligibility chacka ara not requrced for
UIFSM, just contact youwr sthool
« Il unsure abeat TESM or EFSM then you
should still check your sligibdity via the
locol authorty checker

If you haven't already you can check your updated eligibility via your local authorities FSM checking service via either:

« North Northamptonshire Portal: httpsy//www.northnorthants, gov.uk/parent-portal
« West Northamptonshire Portal: hitps://forms.westnorthants.gov.uk/xfp/form/839

If you have any questions please contact your local authority or child's school.
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